
 

  

 

FRINGE APPLICATIONS DELEGATED TO THE NATIONAL PARK OFFICERS 

 

App No. Grid Ref.  Decision Date Issued  

 

20/19158/FRI N: 205023  

E: 298266 

 Fringe Comments 

 

 

18 December 

2020 

 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council 

 

A4059 Cynon Gateway North Link Road  

Between The Settlements Of Llwydcoed To The East And Penywaun To The West 

 

The construction of the A4059 Cynon Gateway North Link Road is located between the settlements of 

Llwydcoed to the east and Penywaun to the west. The scheme connects the existing A4059 Aberdare 

Bypass, east of Penywaun to the new proposed Croesbychan roundabout (Designed by others as part of a 

the A465 Heads of the Valley scheme). 

 

Thank you for arranging the virtual meeting held on Tuesday 8th December 2020 with yourself, and my principal 

planning officer Donna Bowhay, and Tim Cousins the Landscape Architect.  

 

My initial comments are as follows:- 

 

• The Planning and DAS should include policies of the adopted BBNP LDP and all relevant TAN’s, 

• Further clarification should be provided of how this scheme relates to the A465 Heads of the Valleys 

Dualling  scheme. In particular I have concerns about the impacts of the road scheme in combination 

with the operation of the A465 dualling proposals, at the interchange of the Croesbychan 

Roundabout. Further information should be provided in terms of the cumulative impacts with the 

dualling scheme in terms of landscape and visual impact of the operational phase and on year 15, 

• I have concerns about the unnatural form of the steepness of the re-inforced earth embankments and it 

is suggested that the method statement of the construction and maintenance of these embankments 

are provided  (to show how it is to be ensured that they green up and to show how they are to be 

maintained), together with some additional planting to help to assimilate the road scheme into the 

landscape.  

• Plans should be provided to show exactly where there are to be removal of vegetation and the cross 

sections of the road scheme should be provided  at 10m intervals, 

• It is stated within the draft EIA that the main landscape effects for the National Park would be due to 

the removal of vegetation, the construction works and the street lighting. It is considered that the 

proposed CEMP should be submitted with any future planning application, in order to minimise 

these effects. 

• I would also appreciate contact details of the A465 HoV scheme to get a better understanding of the 

timing, details of the road scheme, and how the promoters see the schemes working together. 

 

I look forward to responses to the matters raised above in due course. 

 



 

  

 

 



 

  

 

 
 

20/19095/FRI N: 208915  

E: 307533 

 Fringe Comments 

 

 

7 January 2021  

Welsh Water (Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council) 

Proposal: “Construction a 9ML 2-cell reservoir and associated engineering, access and landscaping works” 

Address: Pengarnddu Service Reservoir, Pengarnddu Industrial Estate, Dowlais Top, Merthyr Tydfil CF48 2TA 

 

The application site, is located at  the existing covered Pengarnddu Service Reservoir, Pengarnddu Industrial 

Estate, Merthyr Tydfil. The development proposals for the site, comprise a new covered service reservoir and 

valve house with associated pumps, pipework (overflow and washout), mains water connections (inlet and 

outlet), kiosks for electrical equipment, sustainable drainage system, an internal access road, 

landscape proposals and a perimeter security fence. 

 

The site lies approximately 1.9km from the southern boundary of the National Park. 

 

A Landscape and Visual Assessment accompanies the application. The Study Area extends to a 2.5km radius 

from the site and to refine the assessment, a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been generated within the 

Study Area, which represents the theoretical area from which any part of the proposed development may be 

seen. The  ZTV extends northwards and eastwards across Merthyr Common, including land within Brecon 

Beacons National Park.  

 

Viewpoint 6 at GR- 306893,211003 represents users of Open Access Land at Castell-y-nos within the Brecon 

Beacons National Park, looking south east. From this viewpoint the foreground is formed by limestone rock 

formations and wider moorland of Merthyr Common, beyond which the site is seen in the distance, in the 

immediate context of Pengarnddu Industrial Estate, and wind turbines therein, together with powerlines and 

telecommunications infrastructure. The southern reaches of Merthyr Common and The Valleys, beyond, form 

the wider backdrop. 

 

The LVIA states that during construction, vegetation clearance would be limited and occur only where 

necessary; those landscape elements to be retained, such as trees and shrubs, would be protected during 

construction and areas of landscape that are temporarily disturbed during construction, including areas of 

grassland, would be restored on completion. The proposed development would largely comprise covered 

infrastructure, with careful profiling and seeding of surrounding earthworks to integrate the proposals with the 

contextual open, moorland landscape. Whilst the roof of the service reservoir would be covered with gravel 

this would form a recessive element and would not be readily noticeable where it occurs in distant views of the 

proposed development. Kiosks would be coloured green, in response to vegetation within the landscape. 

Industrial-looking metal palisade fencing at the site perimeter would be avoided, instead new fencing would 

comprise more visually permeable green wire mesh, to limit intrusion within the landscape and visual amenity.  

 

In terms of potential impacts, the LVIA states that vegetation clearance would be limited, resulting in minimal 

disruption to landscape and visual amenity. Construction activities associated with the proposed development, 

more generally, such as the movement of plant and vehicles, earthworks and the creation of material stockpiles, 

would introduce temporary elements within the landscape. These activities would generally be seen in the 

context of Pengarnddu Industrial Estate together with power and telecommunications infrastructure, such that 

landscape character and quality, and visual amenity, would not be notably altered. Overall, considering the 

nature of construction activities, particularly their very transient characteristics, the magnitude of landscape and 

visual impacts is considered to be low adverse, and, taking into account sensitivities, the overall significance of 

landscape and visual effects during construction is considered to be moderate adverse. 

 



 

  

 

During the operational phase, the LVIA states that the proposed development would largely comprise covered 

infrastructure, with limited above ground components including small kiosks and site perimeter fencing. The 

profiling and acid grassland seeding of earthworks, and appropriate management thereafter (low frequency 

cutting), would integrate the proposals with the surrounding open moorland landscape. Kiosks would be 

coloured green, in response to vegetation within the landscape, and industrial-looking metal palisade fencing 

would be avoided - instead more visually permeable green wire mesh fencing would be used, to limit intrusion 

within the landscape. As a result, there would be only minor change to baseline landscape character. Overall, 

the magnitude of landscape impact is considered to be low adverse. Taking into account medium landscape 

sensitivity, the overall significance of landscape effect is considered to be minor adverse. 

 

In terms of the impacts to visual amenity from Viewpoint 6: Open Access Land at Castell-y-nos, Brecon Beacons 

National Park, looking south east - the LVIA states that the proposed development would form a very minor, 

distant element in a broad panorama, set within the immediate context of Pengarnddu Industrial Estate, and 

wind turbines, together with powerlines and telecommunications infrastructure. The change in view would be 

barely noticeable. As a result, the magnitude of visual impact is considered to be negligible adverse. Taking into 

account high visual sensitivity, the overall significance of visual effect is considered to be negligible adverse. 

 

LVIA Conclusions 

The landscape and visual implications of the proposed development have been considered through landscape 

and visual impact assessment. The site falls within the setting of the Brecon Beacons National Park. The 

proposed development responds to this context through careful siting and design, such that the proposals 

would be well integrated with the site locality and would result in minor alteration to local landscape character 

and views, overall. 

 

NRW, in their comments are of the opinion there would be no adverse landscape or visual impacts on the 

National Park. The proposed development lies approximately 1.9km from the boundary of Brecon Beacons 

National Park, within upland moorland that extends northwards across Merthyr Common towards the National 

Park. Given the distance from the National Park and the low-lying nature of the development, it would be 

scarcely visible from high ground within the park. The submitted Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

prepared by Mott Macdonald, revision 01, dated July 2020, concludes negligible adverse effects from Viewpoint 

6, Castell-y-nos, within the National Park. The viewpoint appears to be just outside the ZTV, however we do 

not anticipate adverse visual effects at this distance. We are of the opinion there would be no adverse landscape 

or visual impacts on the National Park. We note the reservoir roof would be gravel covered. We recommend a 

dark-coloured gravel finish to the reservoir roof surface to minimise any potential adverse visual effects from 

high ground. 

 

Consideration 

The conclusions of the submitted LVIA are agreed – that there would be no adverse landscape or 

visual impacts on the National Park, subject to appropriate conditions being imposed to secure 

the mitigation measures proposed in terms of protecting retained vegetation, and the proposed 

subdued colour of the proposed reservoir roof, kiosks and the security fencing. No objections are 

raised to the proposed development. 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

      

 

20/19162/FRI N: 204270  

E: 292612 

 Fringe Comments 

 

 

 

5 January 2021  

FROM:   Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council 

FOR:  Change of use of land for erection of a structure for use by coaster karts, alterations to 

existing Lamp   Room building together with associated works 

AT:  Land at Rhigos mountain and former tower colliery site, Rhigos road, Hirwaun, Aberdare 

 

The application is submitted by Zip World, an adventure tourism provider, who opened their first zip line 

adventure, known as Zip World Velocity at Penrhyn Quarry in Bethesda, North Wales in 2013. 

The company has 13 adventure facilities, spread over three sites in Snowdonia, including Penrhyn Quarry, the 

Llechwedd Slate Caverns, Blaenau Ffestiniog and Zip World Fforest in Betws y Coed. 

 

Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough granted approval in February 2020 of Phase 1 of the development – the 

provision of the zip line facility. It is understood that work has already started on site. 

 

The application comprises a second phase of Zip World’s outdoor tourism attraction at the Tower Colliery site. 

 

The proposed development comprises a change of use of land at Rhigos Mountain and the existing Tower 

Colliery Lamp Room and the construction of a twisting “spaghetti-like” metal structure to be used by coaster 

karts (a toboggan / sled-like vehicle). The highest part of the track would be 3.9m above existing ground level 

and the overall length of the coaster track would be 1065m. The track would consist of rails approximately 1m 

in width mounted on a steel frame structure. The ride would both begin and end within the Lamp Room 

building where visitors would both mount and dismount the facility. The Lamp Room will also house the control 

room where the ride would be monitored and controlled. The approved hours of operation, and those applied 

for are 08:00 – 21:00, seven days a week, including holidays. The applicant has advised that the coaster kart will 

not be operated in times of bad weather. 

 

Access to the site will be made from the existing junction off the A4061 Rhigos Road. This provides access to 

the (previously approved) car parking area and reception which would serve as a base for both this ride and the 

zip wire development. Additional works will need to be provided in the vicinity of the junction in order for this 

facility to be brought into beneficial use. 

 

No additional facilities or amendments to the facilities previously granted are proposed as part of this 

application. 

 

The proposal was not considered to have any significant environmental impacts and therefore an Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) was not submitted to accompany the application. However, in addition to the 

appropriate forms and plans, the application was accompanied by a number of supporting documents. 

 

A separate application for Listed Building Consent has also been submitted and is under consideration. 

 

The application site lies to the south of the villages of Rhigos and Hirwaun, covering an area of land on Rhigos 

Mountain, located between 0.5km and 1km to the west of the A4061 (the Rhigos Road) highway, between 

Blaenrhondda and Hirwaun.  

 



 

  

 

The site consists of land at the former Tower Colliery site and lies in close proximity to the existing buildings of 

the former Tower Colliery site, some of which are listed buildings and/or curtilage listed buildings.  

 

The proposal lies within the setting of the National Park and would be visible in views towards the National 

Park and to a much lesser extent in views from the National Park. 

 

Planning history 

There is an extensive planning history pertaining to the Tower coal mining activities.  

 

The first phase of the Zip World attraction at Tower Colliery was granted planning permission on 05.02.2020 

Ref 19/1192/10 -Erection of three zip wire courses (4 zip lines), laying of hard standing, creation of internal 

access roads and pedestrian routes, temporary siting of cabins and use of land for car parking. (BBNPA Ref 

19/18049/FRI) 

 

Considerations 

The National Park consider that the proposal is very limited in terms of its scale and its landscape and visual 

impacts in relation to the National Park.  It is noted that no significant noise or traffic impacts have been 

identified  within the supporting documentation accompanying the application. Similarly no significant impacts 

have been identified in relation to the heritage assets at the site which are Grade 11 listed buildings. As with the 

first phase of the Zip World development, it is considered that matt dark colours should be used to minimize 

reflections and that there should be no external lighting. Any planting/ areas of natural regeneration should be 

provided to ensure that the landscape mitigation and enhancement proposals are appropriate, to enhance the 

site and its wider context including views towards and from the National Park. 

 

In terms of sustainable tourism the proposed development is welcomed as another attraction based on the 

outdoors in the area, and one in which provides new uses for the industrial heritage assets of the former Tower 

colliery complex.  

 

The National Park Authority would welcome the opportunity to working with the developers to provide 

information and interpretation within the complex to their guests – they would have some of the best views 

over the National Park anywhere in South Wales and Zip World would be well placed to give their guests some 

of that story as well as links to other outdoor locations and businesses. 

 

The plans are relatively modest in terms of car parking and facilities.  However, should the developer find that 

those facilities are outstripped by demand and expansion becomes desirable, the National Park Authority would 

welcome more detailed discussion before plans are developed.  The National Park Authority have concerns that 

the nearby Waterfall Country may become increasingly pressurised by guests being attracted to this general 

area when it is already at and indeed beyond capacity.  We would welcome discussion with the applicants about 

how messages to guests could be aligned. 

 

The National Park Authority maintain that for transport to a facility of this nature, more emphasis should be 

made of public transport access as this becomes more available, especially in terms of the proposed Metro 

expansion to the west of Aberdare. 

 

Conclusion 

There is no objection to the proposed development. However, it is considered that the comments raised above 

should be taken into account in developing the details of the proposed development, and forwarded to the 

applicant, to reduce the impacts on the special qualities of the National Park and to secure benefits for 

sustainable tourism for the wider area. 



 

  

 

 


